
 

22 May 2020 
 

Re:  Only Key Worker & Vulnerable children in school for week beginning 1st 
June. 
 
Dear parents/carers, 
 
Thank you for your patience with us as we continue to plan to welcome back children 
from Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 into our school. We are working hard to 
ensure that the school environment is a welcoming and safe place for pupils to 
return to and that the nurture, care and wellbeing of children is at the heart of 
what we do.  
 
Attached to this letter is more detailed information (Appendix 1) about the phased 
reopening of school to children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. School will 
look and feel different but we want to work in partnership with you and your child/ren 
to make them feel as comfortable as possible. Classrooms will look different as we 
have tailored them for groups of 8 – 10 children. We will do our best to welcome our 
pupils back into school and familiarise them to the new surroundings and make sure 
they settle in as soon as possible. 
 
Once the final decision has been made by the Government to reopen schools please 
be reminded that we will be offering a revised and limited curriculum during this 
period and are adapting the curriculum to be flexible and adjust to the current 
arrangements in place. There will be further details about when children will start 
returning to school after half term and the Directors of the Holy Cross Catholic MAC 
have confirmed that apart from vulnerable and key worker children no other 
children will be returning before 8 June.  
 
 
Testing 
If a child or adult is taken ill and a subsequent test proves that either a staff member 
of pupil in a ‘bubble’ has tested positive for COVID, all those in the ‘bubble’ will be 
sent home. The guidance states: 

“Where the child, young person or staff member tests positive, the rest of their 
class or group within their childcare or education setting should be sent home 
and advised to self-isolate for 14 days. The other household members of that 
wider class or group do not need to self-isolate unless the child, young person 
or staff member they live with in that group subsequently develops 
symptoms.” 

 
Pupil Behaviour 
Where possible (supporting EYFS especially) we will ask children to follow good 
respiratory hygiene: coughing and sneezing into elbow or tissue (catch it-bin it-kill it); 
we will be encouraging all pupils to follow good hand washing – use soap and water 
for 20 seconds/ hand sanitiser; we expect all pupils to behave well at all times to 
maintain the safety of themselves and others. If pupils can’t meet our expectations 
for behaviour, we will have no option but to reconsider the offer of a place whilst the 
school is adhering to the PHE guidance to keep all safe. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings


 
Uniform arrangements 
We ask that children wear summer or winter uniform where possible but appreciate 
that children will have grown out of one or two items.  The uniform policy will be 
flexible for the summer term and it is advised that clothes worn to school are washed 
at the end of every day or your child wears something different for school following 
their day in school. 
 
After half term we will write to you with further detailed information regarding the 
reopening of schools for children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Michael Doyle     Marina Kelly 
Head Teacher     Catholic Senior Executive Leader 
 
Ann Harkin 
Chair of Governors 
 
 
 
Appendix 1 

The following guidance has been determined following a rigorous risk assessment 
based on information from the government, DFE, Local Authority and our own Health 
& Safety Consultant. 
 
Currently the Government have advised that only children of key workers, vulnerable 
children, and children in Nursery, Reception Years 1 & 6 will be able to return to 
school when the school has determined that it is safe to do so.  Unless guidance is 
reviewed and modified at a later date, we do not currently have the physical capacity 
or staffing level to admit any other year groups due to the reduced group sizes to 
allow for social distancing.  
 

i) Each year group eligible to return to school will be divided into groups with a 
maximum of 8-10 children in each, these are known as ‘bubbles’.  Each 
bubble is assigned an adult who will remain with the group until restrictions 
are removed.  Throughout their return the children will remain in their 
bubble and they will have no contact with any other children or adults 
during the restricted period in school. 

ii) Grouping children in ‘bubbles’ has been extremely complex strategically as 
many other factors have had to be considered eg siblings, individual pupil 
needs, staff availability.  Therefore, children may not necessarily be 
grouped with their friends and therefore may not see them when they 
return to school. 

iii) Each bubble (group of 8-10 children from the same class) will be assigned a 
staff member who will only have contact with these children until 
restrictions are reviewed.  Bubble Groups will be assigned an adult who 



may be a teacher/TA from another year group and whom the children may 
not yet be familiar and the adult initially may not know the children. 

iv) Vulnerable children and children of keyworkers will form a separate bubble 
and will remain in this bubble throughout; they will not be placed with their 
year group. 

v) Every child will have a personal timetable as detailed in this letter and this will 
be reviewed after 3 weeks. 
It is intended that the cycle begins all over again, however it is subject to 

change as the government may review their guidance. 

vi) Within each bubble social distancing is strongly encouraged. Realistically, 

considering the age of the Early Years and Key Stage 1 children social 

distancing within the classroom will be difficult to maintain. 

vii) Children will wash and dry their hands on entering and leaving the building, 

after playing/using certain resources, before/after breaktimes & lunchtime, 

after toileting and at other times throughout the day.  This will be managed 

as tightly as possible to ensure it is done according to guidelines.   

viii) PPE will be used by staff when administering first aid and when dealing with a 

child displaying symptoms of becoming unwell. PPE will not be worn by 

children when in school. 

ix) Movement beyond the classroom will be minimal.  As there may be only 1 

adult with a group of up to 10 children as far as possible, toilet times will 

be set to avoid unattended visits. 

x) Reception & Y1 children will be given a free school packed lunch and Y6 

children can purchase a school packed lunch as normal or bring their own 

if they do not receive free school meals.  All lunches are to be in 

disposable packaging with a name attached and lunch will be eaten in the 

classroom at the child’s desk or outside if possible. 

xi) Break time will be staggered for each bubble and each bubble will have a 

designated area of the playground in which they can exercise or play non-

contact games, observing social distancing as best we can.  If the weather 

continues to be good and we deem it safe, children will be able to play on 

designated areas of the field whilst maintaining social distancing. 

xii) Children must not bring any items into school other than their packed lunch 

and they must not take home any school resources.  Resources will not be 

exchanged between bubbles unless they have been left for a period of 

days, washed and disinfected. 

xiii) Resources in the classroom will be significantly reduced.  All soft furnishings 

will be removed together with much of the furniture.  The latter will enable 

the children’s individual desks and chairs to be placed 2m apart.   

xiv) The main priorities for the remainder of this term will be pastoral care: 

ensuring children’s well-being, good mental & physical health, resetting 

routines and re-establishing expectations regarding academic work 

through the continuing use of home learning structures and approaches. 

Other curriculum areas will not be a priority for some time.  Therefore 



children will not be focusing on academic curriculum areas.  SEND 

support, assessments, interventions etc will not take place. 

xv) The school will continue to post weekly Home Learning on the website for all 

year groups as we have done throughout and this will be reviewed 

regularly.  

xvi)      The current safety guidance makes the Sacrament of Confirmation and the 

traditional end of term activities including trips, productions and transition 

visits to next class or secondary school not possible. However we will keep 

this under review if the situation changes.  

xvii) To avoid large numbers gathering at the school gates, the beginning and 

end of the school day will be staggered with each bubble arriving and 

leaving at an allocated time between 8.30am and 9.30am (if a child 

arrives outside their allocated time, they will not be admitted to 

school that day) and 2.15 – 3.15pm at the end of the day. There will be 

no breakfast club available before school. 

xviii) Parents are not allowed on the school site.  On arrival /pick up they will be 

required to queue outside the school gates (as is common at 

supermarkets) at 2m intervals and their child will be handed to them at the 

school gate. 

 

xix)       If a parent needs to speak to a school adult (inc the assigned adult), they 

must do this via phoning the office or via email; they must not enter the 

school site/ building. 

xx)      Where possible children should wear their school uniform.  All clothes 

should be removed and washed following a day at school. 

xxi)      The school Behaviour Policy will be reviewed and will reflect the need for 

children to behave differently in line with H&S PROCEDURES when they 

return to school. 

xxii) School attendance is not mandatory and those parents who choose 

to keep children at home will not be fined.  Attendance is not a 

decision for the school, it is a decision for families to make free of 

pressure. 

 

Parents are also advised to follow all Public Health England guidelines regarding 
children who are ‘critically vulnerable’ e.g. ‘mild to moderate respiratory diseases 
such as asthma’. Please read the current information (section 8) here. 
 

There are stringent rules and guidance regarding key worker children. Therefore, 

parents who are eligible critical workers will need to contact school separately to 

make arrangements for their child to come into school. Relevant paperwork must be 

completed before attending, in line with government guidelines. Parents will then be 

informed regarding start dates, arrival and collection times.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing

