
Monday 1 June 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,   

We hope that you and your families and friends are continuing to remain safe and 

well during these difficult times and that you managed to enjoy some of the good 

weather over half term.   

As you will be aware during half term, on 28th May, the Prime Minister confirmed 

that the ‘Five Tests’ were being met and that schools should plan for reopening from 

1 June.  

We have been completing our risk assessment in preparation for the wider opening 

to children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 and this is currently being 

consulted on with school staff, Local Governing Bodies, Trade Unions and the Local 

Authority. We expect to share this with parents of the children in Nursery, Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 6 on Thursday in order to support your decision about sending your 

child back to school. It will be available on our school website and will be frequently 

updated to ensure that latest Government and Public Health England advice is 

included. 

The Board of Directors are meeting on Wednesday 3 June to confirm the phased 

reopening plan following this consultation period. School will continue to be open 

for vulnerable and Key Worker children and parents/carers of these children 

need to contact school by Wednesday 3 June in order to access supervision 

for weeks beginning 8 June and 15 June to enable us to plan effectively and 

safely.  

We are very mindful of the wellbeing and mental health of our children and staff and 

we are planning a slow phased return to school for children in Nursery, Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 6 to ensure that everyone is as safe as possible. Staff will be 

working hard in preparation for the wider opening of our school and we will be 

modifying our classrooms to ensure that any risks are minimised when children and 

staff start to return.  

Attached to this letter is more detailed information (Appendix 1) about the phased 
wider reopening. Our school will look and feel different but we want to work in 
partnership with you and your child/ren to make them feel as comfortable as possible 
when the time comes for them to return. We have tailored our classrooms for groups 
of 8 – 10 children who will each have their own desk. We will do our best to welcome 
our pupils back into school and familiarise them to the new surroundings and make 
sure they settle in as soon as possible.  
 
We will be adapting the curriculum to be flexible and we have adjusted the timings of 
the school day to minimise risk. We will write to parents of Nursery, Reception, Year 
1 and Year 6 children in more detail on Thursday about the next steps. However the 
current plan is that initially Year 6 and Year 1 children will return for 4 days per 
week when we have capacity to enable this to happen, starting with Year 6. On 
Wednesdays school will only be open for vulnerable and Key Worker children 
to attend and this will allow for an additional deep clean of the school site to 
take place.  



  

Children who are learning from home will continue to have work set for them and any 
changes to the current procedures will be communicated with you.  
 
Please be reminded that no visitors are allowed on our school site without a prior 

appointment. If you are a parent/ carer in any year group, please email or telephone 

the office and we will be happy to respond to your enquiry.  

 
All the Headteachers of Holy Cross Catholic Academy have worked closely to look at 

how we would get ready to grow the numbers of pupils in our schools and when 

agreed our Reset and Recovery Plan and Risk Assessment will be available on our 

school website.  

If you have any other queries please do not hesitate to contact us ….. As always 

thank you for your continued support and understanding, it is very much appreciated.   

 

Best wishes 

M Doyle  A Harkin 

Headteacher  Chair of Governors  

 

Appendix 1 

The following guidance has been determined following a rigorous risk assessment 
based on information from the government, DFE, Local Authority and our own Health 
& Safety Consultant. 
 
Currently the Government have advised that only children of key workers, vulnerable 
children, and children in Nursery, Reception Years 1 and 6 will be able to return to 
school when the school has determined that it is safe to do so and the Government 
has confirmed the date that children can start returning to school.  Unless guidance 
is reviewed and modified at a later date, we do not currently have the physical 
capacity or staffing level to admit any other year groups due to the reduced group 
sizes to allow for social distancing.  
 
As part of the planning and to help your child prepare for returning to school please 
go through the following information with them  
 

 Each year group eligible to return to school will be divided into groups with a 
maximum of 8-10 children in each, these are known as ‘bubbles’.  Each 
bubble is assigned an adult who will remain with the group until restrictions 
are removed.  Throughout their return the children will remain in their bubble 
and they will have no contact with any other children or adults during the 
restricted period in school. 

 Grouping children in ‘bubbles’ has been extremely complex strategically as 
many other factors have had to be considered eg siblings, individual pupil 



needs, staff availability.  Therefore, children may not necessarily be grouped 
with their friends and therefore may not see them when they return to school. 

 Each bubble (group of 8-10 children from the same class) will be assigned a 
staff member who will only have contact with these children until restrictions 
are reviewed.  Bubble Groups will be assigned an adult who may be a 
teacher/TA from another year group and whom the children may not yet be 
familiar and the adult initially may not know the children. 

 Vulnerable children and children of keyworkers will form a separate bubble 
and will remain in this bubble throughout; they will not be placed with their 
year group. 

 Within each bubble social distancing is strongly encouraged. Realistically, 
considering the age of the Early Years and Key Stage 1 children social 
distancing within the classroom will be difficult to maintain. 

 Children will wash and dry their hands on entering and leaving the building, 

after playing/using certain resources, before/after breaktimes & lunchtime, 

after toileting and at other times throughout the day.  This will be managed as 

tightly as possible to ensure it is done according to guidelines.   

 PPE will be used by staff when administering first aid and when dealing with a 

child displaying symptoms of becoming unwell. PPE will not be worn by 

children when in school. 

 Movement beyond the classroom will be minimal.  As there may be only 1 

adult with a group of up to 10 children as far as possible, toilet times will be 

set to avoid unattended visits. 

 Reception & Y1 children will be given a free school packed lunch and Y6 

children can purchase a school packed lunch as normal or bring their own if 

they do not receive free school meals.  All lunches are to be in disposable 

packaging with a name attached and lunch will be eaten in the classroom at 

the child’s desk or outside if possible. 

 Break time will be staggered for each bubble and each bubble will have a 

designated area of the playground in which they can exercise or play non-

contact games, observing social distancing as best we can.  If the weather 

continues to be good and we deem it safe, children will be able to play on 

designated areas of the field whilst maintaining social distancing. 

 Children must not bring any items into school other than their packed lunch 

and they must not take home any school resources.  Resources will not be 

exchanged between bubbles unless they have been left for a period of days, 

washed and disinfected. 

 On hot days children will need to wear sunscreen to school and bring a hat to 

wear when outside. 

 Resources in the classroom will be significantly reduced.  All soft furnishings 

will be removed together with much of the furniture.  The latter will enable the 

children’s individual desks and chairs to be placed 2m apart.   

 The main priorities for the remainder of this term will be pastoral care: 

ensuring children’s well-being, good mental & physical health, resetting 

routines and re-establishing expectations regarding academic work through 



the continuing use of home learning structures and approaches. Other 

curriculum areas will not be a priority for some time. Therefore children will not 

be focusing on academic curriculum areas.  SEND support, assessments, 

interventions etc will not take place. 

 The school will continue to post weekly Home Learning on the website for all 

year groups as we have done throughout and this will be reviewed regularly.  

 The current safety guidance makes the Sacrament of Confirmation and the 

traditional end of term activities including trips, productions and transition 

visits to next class or secondary school not possible. However we will keep 

this under review if the situation changes.  

 To avoid large numbers gathering at the school gates, the beginning and end 

of the school day will be staggered with each bubble arriving and leaving at 

an allocated time between 8.30am and 9.30am (if a child arrives outside 

their allocated time, they will not be admitted to school that day) and 

2.15 – 3.15pm at the end of the day. Wraparound care will not be available 

before or after school. 

 Parents are not allowed on the school site.  On arrival /pick up they will be 

required to queue along the school drive (as is common at supermarkets) at 

2m intervals and their child will be handed to them at the school gate. 

 If a parent needs to speak to a school adult (inc the assigned adult), they 

must do this via phoning the office or via email; they must not enter the school 

site/ building. 

 Where possible children should wear their school uniform.  All clothes should 

be removed and washed following a day at school. 

 The school’s Behaviour Policy will be strictly adhered to.  If a pupil’s behaviour 

presents an unacceptable level of risk to other pupils or staff, parents/carers 

will be asked to keep their child at home until the behaviour is manageable 

safely within the school setting. School attendance is not mandatory and 

those parents who choose to keep children at home will not be fined.  

Attendance is not a decision for the school, it is a decision for families to make 

free of pressure. 

 

 

 


